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COVID-19 UPDATE 
HANA AKSELROD,  MD,  MPH

GW DIV IS ION OF  INFEC TIOUS DISEASES

11/19/2020

1.  EPIDEMIOLOGY

3.  ANTIBODIES

4.  GW UPDATES 

2.  VACCINE

DISCLOSURES: NO FINANCIAL COI. INVESTIGATOR ON MODERNA VACCINE TRIAL. PRE-PRINT FINDINGS AND INVESTIGATIONAL USE MAY BE DISCUSSED. 



https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/local/dc-maryland-virginia-coronavirus-cases/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html



Vaccine News
“PFIZER-BIONTECH VACCINE” BNT162B2 

• 43,661 volunteers across 150 sites worldwide 

• 170 cases of COVID-19 

• 162 in placebo vs. 8 in vaccine group = 95% efficacy

• 10 cases of severe COVID-19, of which 9 (90%) 
occurred in placebo group

• 30% of US volunteers POC, 45% aged 56-85

• “Efficacy was consistent across . . .  demographics; 
efficacy in adults over 65 years of age was over 94%”

• SAEs: HA (2% after dose #2), fatigue (4% after #2)

• Very cold (-80°C) storage and delivery chain required 

“MODERNA-NIH VACCINE” MRNA-1273

• 30,000 volunteers across 100 US sites (25 CoVPN sites)

• 95 cases of symptomatic COVID-19 

• 90 in placebo group vs. 5 in vaccine group = 94.5% efficacy

• 11 (12%) cases of severe COVID-19, all (100%) of which 
occurred in the placebo group

• 15 cases in older adults (ages 65+) 

• ~37% of participants and 20 of the cases identified as people 
of color (12 Hispanic/LatinX, 4 Black or African Americans, 3 
Asian American, 1 multiracial) 

• SAEs: 2% after dose #1, 3% after dose #2 (myalgias, fatigue)

• More stable under standard cold chain conditions 

https://www.statnews.com/2020/11/18/pfizer-biontech-covid19-vaccine-fda-data/; https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-conclude-phase-3-study-covid-19-vaccine; https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-
releases/promising-interim-results-clinical-trial-nih-moderna-covid-19-vaccine; https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/modernas-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-meets-its-primary-efficacy



Antibody News

Hospitalization: 1.6% in LY-CoV555 
vs. 6.3% in placebo (NNT = 22)

AE: GI mainly
SAE: < 1% 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33113295/; https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-monoclonal-antibody-treatment-covid-19 
https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/statement-on-bamlanivimab-eua

“insufficient data to recommend either for or against”
“should not be considered the standard of care” 



GW Updates

https://www.gwdocs.com/specialties/primary-care/covid-19-recovery-clinic/https://smhs.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/Employee%20workflows%20protocol%20102220%20FINAL%20(1).pdf


	Covid-19 Clinical Update 11/19/2020
	Recommended Citation

	2019-nCoV Primer

