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National Teen Pregnancy Rates, 1972-2006 

Source:  Kost, K., Henshaw, S., & Carlin, L. (2010). U.S. Teenage Pregnancies, Births and Abortions: National and State Trends and Trends by Race and Ethinicty. Retrieved March 2010, from 
http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/USTPtrends.pdf. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most recent NATIONAL data on the teen pregnancy rate is from 2006

Dramatic progress from early 1990s – declines __% from 199_ to 2005.  TPR was at an all time low of 71.5/1000 girls 15-19 years old.  

The Wall Street Journal called the reduction in teen pregnancy “a rare public health victory.”


There were decreases in all states and among all ethnic and racial groups.

There is much to celebrate – many teens have been making better and more responsible decisions.  

BUT, after more than a decade of progress, the teen pregnancy rate between 2005 and 2006 increased 3 percent.




National Teen Birth Rates, 1940-2009 

Sources: Ventura, S.J., Mathews, T.J, & Hamilton, B.E. (2001). Births to Teenagers in the United States: 1940-2000. National Vital Statistics Reports, 49(10).; 
Hamilton, B.E., Martin, J.A., & Ventura, S.J. (2009). Preliminary Data for 2007. National Vital Statistics Reports, 57(12). 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good news:  Like the teen pregnancy rate, the teen birth rate decreased about one-third since the early 1990s. 

Between 1991 and 2005, the teen birth rate decreased 34% to a record low in 2005.  

Progress is widespread:
all 50 states
all ethnic/racial groups.

Bad news:   After 14 years of decline, it increased for two years in a row.  Between 2005 and 2007 the teen birth rate increased 5%.

The rate then decreased slightly in 2008.  Hard to know what to make of these small ups and downs, but it is fair to say that the steady progress seem to have stalled, which is cause for serious concern.
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National Teen Pregnancy Rates 
by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2005  
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Ventura, SJ, Abma, JC, Mosher, WD, and Henshaw SK (2009). Estimated Pregnancy Rates by Outcome for the United States, 1990-2005. National Vital Statistics Reports, 58(4).  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This chart gives you an historical perspective of teen pregnancy rates in the US from 1990 (peak) through 2005.  The chart indicates that the teen pregnancy rate among Latina teens (indicated in bright red) has decreased at about ½ the pace of other racial/ethnic groups.

In fact, in 2003 for the first time, the Latino teen pregnancy rate was the highest in the nation.  

You can see the dramatic progress that has been made overall for everyone, and among African American teens in particular.
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Consistently Inconsistent 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We now know A LOT about what young adults don’t know and what the don’t do.  

Today I’m going to present just a small sample of our findings.

First, young adults told us that they DO care about avoiding pregnancy.  The overwhelming majority of every age/race group told us they really don’t want to get pregnant right now.

But, we learned that they don’t put this into practice very well.

If we look at those in a current sexual relationship who are not pregnant or trying to get pregnant, nearly one fifth use no contraception at all.  This rises to nearly a fourth among the older teens, and over a fourth among young adults of color

Now we add in those who use contraception, but not consistently, which is 24% overall, and ranges from 18% to 30% by age and race

Adding these two together and we are approaching 50% that are not fully protecting themselves when they have sex.
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Why Tempt Fate? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fog that young people seem to be walking around in concerning contraception goes beyond basic factual knowledge.

Fully one fifth of young adults are downright fatalistic—rises to 27% among 18 to 19 year olds.

This is based on a very stark statement.

When we add in those who somewhat agree, we are now talking about a third to half of young adults who think BC makes no difference
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First: the government and public health institutions use poor and minority people as guinea pigs to try out new birth control methods.
Second: the government is trying to limit blacks and other minority populations by encouraging the use of birth control.
Third: Drug companies don’t care if birth control is safe – they just want people to use it so they can make money.



Aunt Sarah’s Tips 
• Babies need adult 

parents. 

• Babies don’t cement 
relationships, they 
stress them. 

• Babies don’t give 
unconditional love; 
they demand it from 
the adults around 
them. 
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More Aunt Sarah… 

• To girls:  sex won’t make him yours and a 
baby won’t make him stay. 

• To boys:  making a baby doesn’t make you a 
man; being a devoted husband and father 
might… 

• “If it happens, it happens” is no way to start a 
family. And “I just never really thought 
about it” isn’t either. 
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And finally…. 

• Getting pregnant or causing pregnancy, having 
babies, and starting families are perhaps the most 
important things we ever do, with generational 
effects. These major steps need to be thought about 
carefully, not stumbled into. We think and talk 
about so many less important things all the time: 
what’s for dinner, March Madness brackets, what 
movie to see this weekend… Surely the event of 
when to become a parent, with whom, and under 
what circumstances deserve at least the same 
amount of time and attention…. 
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Thank You! 

TheNationalCampaign.org 
StayTeen.org 

SexReally.com 
Bedsider.org 

My email:  ssbrown@thenc.org 
Sign up for e-gram updates 

Get cool stuff for parents and teens 
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