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Introduction

Immunization is one of the most effective and cost effective prevention measures available. The
benefits of immunization are even more pronounced for the Medicaid population, where
beneficiaries have greater health care needs and higher health risks than other individuals in the
U.S.! All Medicaid enrolled children under the age of 21 are legally entitled to all
immunizations recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP).?
Recent guidelines issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) clarify that
costs associated with the administration of the HLN1 vaccine by providers whose treatments fall
into required coverage categories is itself a required benefit. Specifically the CMS guidance
specifies as follows:

Medicaid and CHIP programs will be responsible for covering the administration
fee for eligible populations. . . . States will be required to reimburse the
administration fee for 2009 H1N1 for individuals under the age of 21 as part of
the Medicaid Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment program
(EPSDT) . ... For adults in the Medicaid program, 2009 H1N1 vaccine
administration is a covered service when furnished by a participating provider
under a “mandatory” section 1905(a) Medicaid benefit. Since hospital, physician
and federally qualified health center/rural health clinic (FQHC/RHC) services are
mandatory Medicaid benefits, 2009 HIN1 vaccine administration would be a
covered service when provided by these participating providers. ®

Thus payment for HIN1 vaccine administration in accordance with CDC guidelines is a
Medicaid program requirement. The directive is of particular importance because of Medicaid’s
importance in coverage of pregnant women ages 21 and older, who fall into the highest risk
category and who may no longer entitled to coverage of all ACIP recommended immunizations
as an EPSDT matter. (The September 2009 guidance at least implies that outside of HIN1, CMS
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interprets current Medicaid law as according states discretion over whether to cover and pay for
the administration of other CDC recommended vaccines).

The question thus becomes the extent to which state Medicaid agencies have translated this CMS
guidance into clear information for participating providers clarifying payment for costs
associated with the administration of HLIN1 vaccines. This clarification may be particularly
important in states that do not otherwise cover and pay for recommended immunizations as part
of treating adult patients.

Methodology

Data collected for this study included reviewing state Medicaid agency websites, specifically
provider updates, news letters, bulletins, or alerts for each individual state. The review focused
on (a) information regarding the availability of Medicaid reimbursement of the administration of
the HLN1 vaccine; and (b) information regarding Medicaid reimbursement of the administration
of the HIN1 vaccine in the “provider information” section at the state website. These sites are
used by Medicaid providers to receive updated information on coverage and payment.

Collection of this information was compiled via internet research of the following websites: each
individual state’s Medicaid Program website using the search terms “Medicaid program,”
“Medicaid HIN1” and “Medicaid Provider”. States with information that expressly explains that
H1N1 vaccine administration is covered and paid were marked as yes; those states that did not so
expressly indicate were marked as “no.”

Supplemental data was also collected through a survey of Primary Care Association (PCA)
Directors and Emergency Management Coordinators representing federally qualified health
centers. FQHCs collectively treat approximately 1 in 9 Medicaid recipients. PCAs were asked
the following question:

Have health centers received communications from their State Medicaid agencies clarifying that
they will get paid for administering the HLN1 vaccine even though the vaccine is free?

The information received from states was compiled into a chart and researchers used this data to
supplement the determination as to whether or not that state would qualify as appropriately and
effectively communicating with their Medicaid providers. Data are limited to the date in which
the information was received (state Medicaid agencies may have communicated with providers
after our survey was conducted) and to the extent to which state PCAs were aware of their state
Medicaid agency’s communication with Medicaid providers.

From the master research, a summary table was created (see Summary Table 1) compressing all
the data into a chart addressing the query of whether the state Medicaid agency expressly relayed
to providers the information that Medicaid reimburses administration of the HLN1 vaccine
during this current period of public health emergency:

Each state received the following coding:



e 0 points if the state’s Medicaid agency website did not expressly convey to providers
that Medicaid will reimburse the administration costs of the HIN1 vaccine.

e 1 point if the state’s Medicaid agency website expressly conveyed to providers that
Medicaid will reimburse the administration costs of the HLIN1 vaccine.

Key Findings:

e 39 States and the District of Columbia relayed to their Medicaid providers that the
administration cost of the HIN1 vaccine is reimbursed by Medicaid.

e 11 States did not adequately relay administration cost reimbursement information.



Table 1: Analysis of the extent to which state Medicaid agencies have relayed the CMS
missive to Medicaid providers that Medicaid will pay and cover the H1N1 vaccine

administration fee for eligible populations.

39 States and D.C. have posted information on payment
for HIN1 vaccine administration when furnished by
mandatory providers at their Medicaid program provider
websites (1 point).

11 States and D.C. have NOT posted information on
payment for HIN1 vaccine administration when
furnished by mandatory providers at their Medicaid
program provider websites (0 points).
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2 While Alaska issues emergency regulations allowing for the reimbursement of the administration fee (see
http://notes4.state.ak.us/pn/pubnotic.nsf/0/6ba94f768ddc87208925764a00586ede/$FILE/Immunizationemergredfiled
Oct8.pdf ), there is no notice available on the State’s Medicaid website. In surveying the Alaska state PCA, however,
the staff did indicate that some notice had been provided to eligible providers.

. Despite establishing a fee schedule for the relevant CPT code, the state did not communicate with their providers
through the Medicaid website.

* The only information available for Kentucky was a letter sent to local health departments (available at
http://healthalerts.ky.gov/H1N1%20FIu%20Toolkit%20Fall%202009/A.H1N1%20Influenza%20Memo.Reporting%20a
nd%20Billing.pdf)

Maine’s guidance was only issued to ambulatory clinics (see
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/rules/downloads/c_iii_s_3 e _9-2-09.pdf). Other information was only available via
the state’s flu website (see http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/maineflu/hinl/hc-providers/vaccine-info-hcp.shtml)

46 \While information is available on the DHHS website, no information was available for providers on the state’s
Medicaid website.

" While an executive order was issued (see http://www.governor.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Executive%200rders/E-
20S%20.pdf), there is no message to providers available on the state’s Medicaid website.

Posted on the state’s flu site (http://www.health.ri.gov/flu/for/providers/) but not available on the state’s Medicaid
site
49 While we learned through a statewide survey of State PCA Directors that information on vaccine administration
accompanies supplies sent to providers, no information was available on the state’s site. Also see
http://doh.sd.gov/Bulletin/Sept09.pdf.

*Y While Utah provides information to pharmacies

(http://health.utah.gov/medicaid/pharmacy/phnews/news.php?q _id=7), they do not adequately provide notice to the
full spectrum of relevant providers.

*1 No information is available on the EqualityCare site. Providers signing up to administer the vaccine receive the
following document, http://www.health.wyo.gov/staging/Media.aspx?mediald=7603. In addition, according to our
survey of state PCA Directors, providers in Wyoming were informed that administration would be reimbursed.




