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You’ve completed your research, 
analyzed the data and written up 
your findings. 

Now you want to publish your 
results, what are the next steps?

1. Select the type of journal you prefer to publish in

2. Identify who is paying for the publishing process

3. Locate journal-specific guidelines for submitting 
the article

4. Identify writing guides and tips for successful 
publication

My article has been accepted for publication. 
Now what?

5. Ensure you understand retaining copyright to 
your final publication and why you would want 
to retain it 

6. Is the research in your article funded by NIH?

My article has finally been published. 
Is there anything more I need to do?

7. Identify methods to broaden access to my 
research

8. Deposit the final manuscript of any article on 
NIH-funded research

later than 12 months after the date of publication. Therefore there must be a clause in the copyright transfer agreement either allowing the author to retain 
copyright for this purpose OR a provision by the journal for notifying the author that the journal will submit to PubMedCentral on the author’s behalf. A 
sample cover letter notifying the publisher about the requirement is available at http://www.gwumc.edu/library/portals/nihaccess.cfm.

Assuming you have retained your copyright, you can place a copy of the final manuscript in the GW Institutional Repository. Scholars from around the 
world will have access to your research and conclusions at no cost.
You can link to the repository from your personal or departmental web page, leading interested scholars to your body of work.

Yes, you must make sure a copy of the final manuscript is placed in PubMedCentral. Some publishers will submit the manuscript on your behalf, others will 
not. If the publisher has not sent in your manuscript, you must do it. Detailed directions on the submission process can be found at http://www.gwumc.edu/
library/portals/nihaccess.cfm.

Also, take note of the PubMedCentral ID (PMCID) number assigned to your manuscript once it is in PubMedCentral. You will need to include this number 
on any future research/funding proposals to NIH that reference this article.

NIH Public Access Policy
http://www.gwumc.edu/library/portals/nihaccess.cfm

List of journals that Submit Final Published Articles to PubMedCentral
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
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